Austrian Pine
Pinus nigra

•

•

ZONE:
HEIGHT:
SPREAD:

4-7
50-60’
20-40’

SHAPE:
Oval
EXPOSURE:
Full Sun
GROWTH RATE: Medium, can grow 13-24” per
year once established and in
optimal conditions.

SOILS:

Grows well in clay & alkaline soils. But also does okay in a wide range of
soils – acidic, alkaline, clay, loamy, sandy, well-drained, moist.

DESCRIPTION:
•

Very hardy. Extremely tolerant of adverse soil conditions, heat, and drought. It has been
called the toughest of all European pines. Nowhere has this been put more to the test
than in the windbreaks of America. Since it was introduced to the U.S. in 1759, this pine
has been put to work as both a beautiful landscape tree and a hard-working tree that

restores strip mines and scarred land, stabilizes soil and tames the wind. This stately tree
can be seen in parks, along streets, in residential landscapes, and as farm windbreaks
throughout much of the U.S. Landscapers use the dense, dark green beauty of these trees
for backdrops, but it is also an excellent specimen tree because of its leaf pattern

WILDLIFE VALUE:
• Birds and squirrels enjoy Austrian pine seeds. The large evergreens also provide shelter
and nesting sites, particularly for birds such as owls.

HISTORY / LORE / USE:
•

The Austrian Pine is a native of Austria, northern Italy and the former Yugoslavia. Its
forebears were likely worshipped by the Romans over 2000 years ago. Over 217 million
Austrian pines were planted during the nation's great dust bowl shelterbelt project. It has
thrived for over 200 years in some of the worst soil and climate conditions America has
to offer. Great for windbreaks.

MOISTURE:
•

Normal moisture requirements with good drought tolerance.

LEAVES / NEEDLES:
•

Features dark green needles grown in bundles of two that sometimes curve or twist
slightly. They are 3-6” long and persist for 4-8 years, giving the tree its dense crown.
Austrian pine hold their needles better in Fall, are much greener, and more resistant to
Pine Beetle than Ponderosa pine.

FLOWER COLOR:
•

Yellow, nondescript

BLOOM TIME:
April – May

FRUIT DESCRIPTION:
•

Cones are oval, 1-3” long, dry, light brown. Each scale is tipped with a small prickle.

Source for this information: www.arborday.com

